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Burlington COVID-19 Task Force Meeting #23 – September 27, 2021 

Agenda 

• Update from Mayor: 

• Situational update: proof of vaccines now required throughout province including in city 
facilities & for recreational programs (except players under 17). 82% of eligible residents in 
Halton have now had 2 vaccines. School has resumed and is now in its 4th week and we are not 
seeing a spike in new cases. As of yesterday, Ontario’s 7-day average was notably down 
compared to a week ago (709  620 per day average). 

• Takeaways from last week’s public town hall: 1200 people called in and questions focused 
mostly on proof of vaccines (where/why/how) + reasons to be vaccinated. 

• 2 protests outside hospital in past month – support issued by all elected officials in Halton via 
a public statement – police presence planned & executed at both. No known upcoming 
protests at this time. 

• Next meeting Oct 26th. 

• Councillors Updates: 

• Ward 6 Councillor Angelo Bentivegna – Gift of Giving Back are planning to open and rework 
their location at Burlington Centre soon and planning a food drive there over the upcoming 
holiday season. 

• Ward 2 Councillor Lisa Kearns – Community starting to get together more and seeing a light at 
the end of the tunnel, still following protocols. Restaurant industry is encountering some 
abuse with the implementation of proof of vaccine programs and hoping that behaviour will 
taper off – also BRA (Burlington Restaurants Association) and other groups are going to need 
some support in extending patios a little longer to help them in recovery going forward. 

• Update on Food Scarcity and Community Supports (needs/funding/other): 

• Robin Bailey – Food Bank – summer was challenging as donations typically drop off but unlike 
past years there was actually an increase in demand (usually it is the opposite). Partnered with 
other organizations and purchased what was needed to ensure everyone in need received 
what they required. Recent Gift of Giving Back drive yielded 2000 pounds of food for the Food 
Bank (and more was distributed to other organizations). 

• Graham Hill – Food for Life – appreciate great work of Gift of Giving Back and local food drives 
– they continue to see an increasing need but also able to leverage surplus food and ‘save’ it 
and use it through their program (impacted by rising food costs and supply chain disruptions). 
Their workers/volunteers are mandated to all be fully vaccinated. They are also back open for 
tours and ride-alongs and also mandate vaccinations for those purposes. Those who need 
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access to their food supply are not mandated to be vaccinated as it is considered essential 
service because it is food. 

• Lita Barrie – Burlington Public Library – vaccination certification program does not apply there 
but they are helping residents print their proof of vaccine as many don’t have access to the 
required technology at home. Cautious optimism is being seen by patrons of the library – 
more coming and staying longer. 

• Mabel Watt – Halton Region – vaccination rates still very good in Halton – now at 82% with 
second dose. Only 0.08% of people who have been fully vaccinated in Halton have 
subsequently been diagnosed with COVID-19 thus far. Recent pop-up vaccine clinic at Nelson 
High School went well. More pop-ups are planned. They too are also receiving higher requests 
for help with proof of vaccine documents.  

• Update on Business Supports and funding – Carla Nell, Chamber of Commerce 

• Anita Cassidy – Burlington Economic Development – working with the BRA and supporting 
restaurants and through extended patio applications heading into winter 

• Noted that we now have a new President of Burlington Chamber of Commerce: Terry Caddo. 

• Kristene Smith – Burlington Tourism – echoes patio issue and certainly knows hotels and 
restaurants are facing a lot of staffing challenges.  

• Roundtable – all other participants 

• Andréa Grebenc from Halton District School Board – doing well on the vaccination side of 
things (83% of 12-17 year-olds have had their 2nd dose already) and they have had 3 outbreaks 
in their system and have all been contained to low numbers (less than 3 people in each of the 
three affected schools) and are advocating to the province to add COVID-19 vaccines to the 
list of mandated vaccines for school children (along with measles, mumps, etc.) by adding to 
the related act. Over 93% of staff have attested they have received the vaccine. Those who 
are not are being tested twice weekly.  

• Amber Rushton – Fire + Emergency Response Coordinator – facilitating tomorrow’s IAFC 
(International Association of Fire Chiefs) - Whole Communities Planning for Disasters Training - 
Pilot Program training and that is open to others who would like to attend as well (contact her 
for link).  

• Denise Beard – City of Burlington – in process of doing proof of vaccinations at city facilities 
and did have one incident in the early days where HRPS had to be involved. Notes that more 
people are allowed for big events via provincial announcement last week (ex: Blue Jays games) 
which will be good for tourism industry. Also, Community Support Fund will be closing in mid-
October so last of grant applications need to be submitted by October 15th and will be going 
back to previous granting programs after that point. Finally – Orange Shirt Day / National 
Truth & Reconciliation Day on Thursday and noted community-led event at Spencer Smith 
Park Thursday afternoon.  

• Carla Marshall – City of Burlington – lots of communications going out at the city level 
regarding proof of vaccines, National Truth & Reconciliation Day, vaccines and COVID-19 
updates.  

• Updates sent ahead:  

• Colleen Mulholland, Burlington Foundation - By way of update from Burlington Foundation, 
they wrapped up their community fund granting program in early September. They were 
pleased to be in a position to provide $92,400 to 19 local charities. As an indication of 
continued need, they received 36 grant applications with a total request of over $200,000 in 
funding. They do have some fundholders who have yet to indicate their granting wishes, 
however, beyond those grants possibly occurring the Foundation has completed its granting 
for the calendar year. 


