
OBCM – MOTIONS – AUGUST 13, 2021 
 
 
1. Affordable Internet Access 

 
MOVED by Mayor Canniff (Chatham-Kent) 
Seconded by Mayor Guthrie (Guelph) 
 
Whereas internet connectivity is a basic necessity and essential utility for the vast majority of 
Canadians; 
 
Whereas too many Canadians struggle to afford reliable, high-speed internet services, or do not 
have access to broadband internet at all; 
 
Whereas the need for high-speed and affordable internet is always critical, but is even more so 
now as the COVID-19 pandemic has shown it is required for education, work, and health care; 
 
Whereas independent studies have consistently shown that Canadians pay some of the highest 
prices for internet in the world and that internet prices have increased year over year; 
 
Whereas the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission’s (CRTC) 2019 
Rates Order set wholesale internet prices that would facilitate greater competition and promote 
innovative broadband services and more affordable prices for consumers; 
 
Whereas the 2019 Rates Order was based on a rigorous, evidence-based, 4-year long regulatory 
process, and was upheld on appeal by unanimous decision of the Federal Court of Appeal, while 
the Supreme Court of Canada and the Federal Cabinet declined to review it; 
 
Whereas on May 27, 2021, the CRTC decided to reverse its 2019 Rates Order, effectively 
guaranteeing that internet prices will continue to rise for consumers;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT 
 
1. Ontario’s Big City Mayors call on the Federal Cabinet, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, and 

ISED Minister Francois-Phillippe Champagne to overrule the CRTC’s reversal and 
immediately implement the evidence-based 2019 Rates Order. 
 

2. That OBCM write letters to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Industry, the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
asking for their support in this matter. 

 
 CARRIED 

  



 
2.  Ontario Childcare Crisis 

 
MOVED by Mayor McGarry (Cambridge) 
Seconded by Mayor Crombie (Mississauga) 

 
Whereas accessible, affordable, quality child care and decent work for early learning and 
child care workers were issues before the pandemic;  
 
Whereas the pandemic has deepened this crisis and compounded the equity issues 
involved, including women’s workforce participation;  
 
Whereas the federal government outlined funds to build a child care system in their 2021 
budget and 6 provinces and 1 territory, led by a variety of political parties, have 
concluded agreements so far;  
 
Whereas without an accessible, affordable, quality child care system which includes 
expansion and support for the child care workforce, Ontario cannot build back better and 
the economic divide for women and low-income families will widen;  
 
Therefore, OBCM expresses support for the Ontario government to immediately 
conclude an agreement with the federal government on child care based on the proposal 
by the federal government in the 2021 federal budget.  
 

 CARRIED  
 
3. Vaccine Passports 

 
MOVED by Mayor McGarry (Cambridge)  
Seconded by Mayor Guthrie (Guelph) 
 
THAT OBCM request the Provincial Government establish a system of certified proof of 
vaccination and testing protocols to be utilized in support of keeping our vaccinated public 
safe; and our businesses, schools and public institutions free from further shutdowns as 
future waves of COVID-19 may materialize. 
 
CARRIED 

 


