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Burlington, Ont.—May 31, 2021 

 

 

I stand with medical professionals across the province in calling for the safe reopening of schools, 

including members of the COVID-19 Science Advisory Table, Medical Officers of Health and other 

medical professionals, school boards, parents and students in my community. 

The COVID-19 Science Advisory Table wrote to the premier on the weekend advocating for a regional 

approach to reopening, in consultation with local medical officers of health and school boards, adding 

that school closures create significant mental and physical harms to children and that the risk of 

increased cases of COVID-19 is small. 

A group of 11 hospitals and medical agencies wrote to the premier Sat. May 29 providing their advice on 

whether schools should open. The letter was a joint response from the Ontario COVID-19 Science 

Advisory Table, the Children’s Hospital of Eastern Ontario (CHEO) – Ottawa Children’s Treatment Centre, 

the Hospital for Sick Children (SickKids), Children’s Mental Health Ontario, the McMaster Children’s 

Hospital, the Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital, Children’s Hospital – London Health 

Sciences Centre (LHSC), the Ontario Medical Association, Empowered Kids Ontario, the Pediatricians 

Alliance of Ontario, and the Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health (on behalf of all Medical 

Officers of Health).  

The letter states that “Schools can re-open safely on a regional basis, on the advice of the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health, the local Medical Officers of Health, School Districts and health system partners. 
Schools that re-open should maintain their public health measures vigorously and build on the strategies 
they have already deployed to limit spread.” 
 
Our local Medical Officer of Health at Halton Region, and our school board support the approach 
outlined in the letter. 
  
I add my voice to those calling on the Premier to re-open schools safely on a regional basis to mitigate 
the significant short and long-term harms arising from school closures, while managing the risk of virus 
transmission in this sector. 
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