
 

 

 

 

Halton’s Mayors and Regional Chair  

 

Reiterate Call to Safely Reopen Outdoor Activities 
 

 

May 11, 2021 

 
 
As the Province of Ontario considers extending the Stay-at-Home emergency order beyond May 20, 
today, Halton’s Mayors and Regional Chair are reiterating our call to safely reopen outdoor activities. 
 
Outdoor activities done safely with physical distancing and masking are a necessary support to physical 
and mental health, especially during this prolonged period of lockdown. 
 
Guidance provided by the COVID-19 Science Advisory Table for Ontario, that has also been endorsed by 
the Ontario Medical Association, encourages safe outdoor activities. 
 

• Keeping people safely connected: Maintaining social connections and outdoor activity are 
important to our overall physical and mental health. This means allowing small groups of people 
from different households to meet outside with masking and two-metre distancing. It means 
keeping playgrounds open and clearly encouraging safe outdoor activities. 

 
As noted by the Science Table: 
 

“Policies that discourage safe outdoor activity will not control COVID-19 and will  
disproportionately harm children and those who do not have access to their own  

greenspace, especially those living in crowded conditions.” 
 
While the Halton Mayors and Regional Chair continue to discourage large gatherings in any setting, 
small groups can be at the same amenity at the same time as long as they are following the health 
guidelines.  
 
We also stand with our Halton students who are calling for a safe return to sports when health guidance 
and evidence suggests it is safe to do so. The Halton District School Board’s (HDSB) Student Senate 
recently passed a motion declaring sports essential in students’ lives and created a Safe Sports sub-
committee, co-chaired by two Halton students. The committee seeks to work with the Province to 
develop a plan for the safe return of sports, beginning with low-contact sports such as track and field, 
tennis, badminton, and swimming.  
 
Given that many sporting activities occur in city facilities, the four Halton municipalities stand ready to 
partner with the Province, school boards and our local fitness providers in planning for a safe restart of 
sports. 
In light of the evidence and advice from the Science Table, we renew our call to the Province to review 
and reconsider the list of currently prohibited outdoor activities. We further call on the provincial 

https://mariannemeedward.ca/covid-19/statement-from-haltons-mayors-regional-chair-on-measures-to-combat-covid-19/
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/fighting-covid-19-in-ontario-the-way-forward/
https://www.oma.org/newsroom/news/2021/apr/ontarios-doctors-strongly-support-covid-19-science-advisory-tables-way-forward-statement/
https://linktr.ee/safesportshdsb


government to consult with school boards and our youth to design a safe return to sports plan, so that 
low-contact sports can resume as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Halton Regional Chair, Gary Carr   Mayor Marianne Meed Ward, City of Burlington  
 
Mayor Rob Burton, Town of Oakville    Mayor Gordon Krantz, Town of Milton  
 
Mayor Rick Bonnette, Town of Halton Hills  
 
 
 
Additional information: 

• COVID-19 Science Advisory Table for Ontario Brief – Fighting COVID-19 in Ontario: The Way 

Forward 

• Statement by Ontario Medical Association – April 20, 2021 

• Halton District School Board Student Senate’s Safe Sports Sub-Committee 
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For more information please reach out to the following media contacts: 
 

Region of Halton:        John.Winkels@halton.ca 
City of Burlington:  John.Bkila@burlington.ca and mayor@burlington.ca  
Town of Halton Hills:  mayor@haltonhills.ca 
Town of Milton:               Carrie.Beatty@milton.ca  

Town of Oakville:  Christine.Davis@oakville.ca and mayor@oakville.ca 
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