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A message to the community from Eric Vandewall,  
President & CEO 

 
 
A short walk from Joseph Brant Hospital is Spencer Smith Park, a beautiful green space by the 
waterfront where, in past years, friends and families would gather in large numbers to enjoy the 
warm weather, music and food festivals and open-air movie nights.  
 
We know how difficult this year has been for everyone – we feel it too. We all want to return to a 
time when we could enjoy the simple pleasures of pre-pandemic life. But we urge you to be 
patient, stay home and follow all public health measures. We need your help to avert a crisis. 
 
Across Ontario, we are seeing enormous strain on our hospitals, and JBH is no exception. The 
new Variants of Concern have quickly taken hold and are fueling this third wave, causing a rapid 
surge in cases and hospitalization of patients with more severe symptoms.  
 
At JBH, we are currently at 94% capacity and reached full capacity this past weekend. In just 
two weeks, the number of COVID-19 patients in our care has more than doubled and continues 
to increase daily. 
 
We are doing everything we can to make beds available to the rising number of patients – both 
COVID-19 and non-COVID-19 – who require urgent, life-saving care. We have put all non-
urgent surgeries and procedures on hold. We have added four intensive care beds and will be 
adding three more by the end of this week – 31 beds in total. But resources are limited, and may 
not be enough if the demand continues.  
 
We have been working with our regional and provincial partners in managing COVID-19 care, so 
that no one hospital is overwhelmed. We have the capability to transition our Pandemic 
Response Unit – which is currently serving as a Halton Region Vaccination Clinic – back to 
providing COVID-19 care within 24 hours. We would continue to run the clinic, which has 
already administered more than 10,000 vaccinations, in another part of the hospital. 
 
Like many of you, our JBH staff and physicians have made enormous sacrifices during the 
pandemic, and your unwavering support has meant so much. You helped us get through it, and 
we need your support once again.  
 
Please follow public health guidance. Stay home unless it’s essential, such as buying food or 
picking up medication. Wear a mask, wash your hands frequently, physically distance from 
others and do not gather with anyone outside of your household. 
 
There are skeptics who will try to convince you that this is all unnecessary. I can assure you, 
they are wrong. If this upward trend continues hospitals will be overwhelmed.  
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It has been a long road. We are all missing our families and friends and feeling the effects of 
pandemic fatigue. But we can’t let our guard down.  
 
By following these measures, you can help stop the spread of COVID-19, reduce hospital 
admissions and the intense pressure on life-saving intensive care resources, so we can continue 
to be there for you when you need us. 
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