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February 17, 2021 

Via email: carla.qualtrough@parl.gc.ca  
Minister.MLTSD@ontario.ca  

 
The Honourable Carla Qualtrough 
Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion, Canada 
140 Promenade du Portage 
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0J9 
 
The Honourable Monte Mc Naughton 
Minister of Labour, Training and Skills Development, Ontario 
14th Floor, 400 University Avenue 
Toronto, ON M7A 1T7 
 
Dear Ministers: 

Re: COVID-19 Temporary Sick Day Coverage. 

Almost a full year into the global pandemic, there is broad consensus that all orders of 

government are responding valiantly to safeguard health of individuals, and the 

economic security of individuals, businesses, and organizations in our communities. 

AMO applauds your governments for your leadership in that regard and appreciates 

the full complexities of the task.   

When the AMO Board met on January 29th, several Board members raised concerns 

about gaps in sick day coverage and the consequences of workers attending 

workplaces while sick or awaiting COVID-19 test results.  As you are aware, this is a 

particularly challenging issue for those who do not have full time employment and/or 

do precarious work. 

We are aware of the provisions your governments have established to provide 

financial assistance for absent workers and to protect workers from reprisals in the 

event of COVID-19 related absences – yet gaps remain.   

I believe you are aware of resolutions passed by the Regions of Peel, Halton, and 

Waterloo, as well as the Ontario Big City Mayors, urging your ministries to work 

together to address this gap in the pandemic response.  These municipalities have 

been guided by the advice of their local Medical Officers of Health in the interest of 

making workplaces and communities safer. 
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AMO shares these concerns and urges you to continue to work together to implement 

additional access to government funded temporary sick leave provisions that are 

responsive to the immediate needs of workers confronted with the difficult prospect 

of attending their workplaces when they know they should not but cannot afford to 

stay home.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Yours truly, 

 

Graydon Smith 
President 
 
 
cc. The Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

 


