
Burlington to provide $124,689 to 59 Burlington Businesses in first round of Burlington Safe 

Restart COVID-19 Business Relief Grant 

October 15, 2020 – Burlington, ON – The COVID-19 pandemic has created unprecedented challenges for 

small businesses who need to adapt quickly to public health guidelines. Burlington’s business support 

organizations, known as Team Burlington (Burlington Economic Development, Burlington Chamber of 

Commerce, Burlington Downtown Business Association, Aldershot Village BIA and Tourism Burlington), 

heard about these challenges and took decisive action in partnering with the City of Burlington and POST 

Promise to launch the Burlington Safe Restart COVID-19 Business Relief Grant on September 29.  

The response to the program has been extremely positive, with more than 95 applications received in 

the two-week application window that closed on October 13th.  

Today, Burlington Mayor Marianne Meed Ward was joined by the Honourable Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, 

Ontario’s Minister of Small Business and Red Tape Reduction, Jane McKenna, Parliamentary Assistant to 

the Minister of Labour, Training and Skills Development and Member of Provincial Parliament for 

Burlington to announce the Burlington businesses that will receive a grant in the first round of funding. 

Through the grant, $124,689 in funding will be released across 59 businesses. These businesses fall 

across a broad range of industries including hospitality, retail, health, wellness & sports. A full list of 

companies supported can be found online here.  

The Burlington Safe Restart COVID-19 Business Relief Grant is an innovative municipal program that 

aims to support businesses through a one-time grant of up to $2500 that can be used towards related 

COVID-19 costs such as PPE and renovations to physical space to allow businesses to properly adhere to 

public health guidelines. As part of the eligibility requirements, recipients are also required to make the 

POST Promise, a private sector-led initiative that provides essential information on how to help prevent 

the spread of COVID-19. 

Watch the full announcement here, and find more information on the Burlington Safe Restart program 

here. 

QUOTES 

Burlington Mayor Marianne Meed Ward 

“I’m glad to see our local small businesses have taken advantage of the first round of the Burlington Safe 

Restart Program relief grants and, at the same time, made the POST Promise. As the backbone of the 

local economy, our small businesses need all the support we can give them to help adapt and make their 

shops as safe as possible. This, in turn, will help the public feel more confident in participating in the 

economy again and in visiting their favourite local stores.” 

 

The Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria, Ontario’s Minister of Small Business and Red Tape Reduction  

"The POST Promise and the Safe Restart program are shining examples of the tools available to small 

businesses to help address the need to keep customers and employees safe. I commend the City for 

their leadership on combatting COVID-19 and I am certain we will emerge stronger than ever from this 

virus." 

http://bedc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/List-of-companies-that-received-the-Burlington-Safe-Restart-Grant.pdf
https://twitter.com/BurlingtonEcDev
http://bedc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/List-of-companies-that-received-the-Burlington-Safe-Restart-Grant.pdf


Anita Cassidy, Executive Director, Burlington Economic Development 

“The Burlington Safe Restart Program will help ease some of the financial impacts that COVID-19 has 

had on our business community. The importance of restarting the economy and rebuilding consumer 

and employee trust was something Team Burlington was hearing loud and clear from our business 

community, and we knew we needed to find a way to provide direct, hands-on support. We are thrilled 

that The City of Burlington has stepped up to support our business community. Additionally, the 

partnership with POST Promise has equipped us to ensure our businesses are doing everything they can 

to protect themselves, their employees, and their customers, and I’m thrilled to have them on board.” 

 

Aidan Tracey, POST Promise Founder and Chair of the Board of Directors 

“The POST Promise is proud to be partnering with Team Burlington, the City of Burlington and the 

Burlington Safe Restart Program to support local small businesses. We congratulate all grant recipients 

and businesses who have made the POST Promise and are doing their part to let Canadians know they 

can confidently return to public spaces.” 
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