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Why is the Downtown Burlington Urban Growth Centre and Major Transit Station 

Area being addressed in the Official Plan Review?  

The Provincial Growth Plan (2019) requires Halton 

Region to plan for 1.1 million people and 500,000 

jobs by 2051. To address the need to plan to 2051, 

the Region is completing a Regional Official Plan 

Review.  As part of the review, through the 

Integrated Growth Management Strategy, the 

Region is reviewing land use policies to advance 

provincial and municipal planning priorities around 

transit, growth and development in the Region.   

On August 24, 2020, Burlington City Council 

requested that Halton Region, through its Municipal 

Comprehensive Review of the Regional Official 

Plan, adjust the boundary of the Downtown 

Burlington Urban Growth Centre and remove the 

Major Transit Station Area designation from the 

John Street Bus Terminal.  

To address this request and facilitate a 

comprehensive community discussion on the 

changes being sought by the City, Halton Region 

has worked with the City to develop a joint 

Supplemental Discussion Paper on these changes. 

Burlington Urban Growth Centre and Major 

Transit Station Area: Why they matter 

The Burlington Urban Growth Centre and Major 

Transit Station Areas are strategic growth areas 

that are planned for greater population and job 

growth and higher rates of development than other 

areas in the City and Region.   

The Urban Growth Centre in its existing configuration has been a benefit to the City as it has 

generated investments that will help develop a healthy mix of jobs, local stores, access to 

existing community services, housing and transportation options to support population growth 

and development.   

An Urban Growth Centre is an existing or 

emerging downtown areas identified by the 

Growth Plan (2019). The Growth Plan 

provides strong policy guidance for the 

vibrant, transit-supportive, mixed-use 

development of Halton Region’s three Urban 

Growth Centres. 

The Province developed the following 

guiding principles (in a 2008 Technical 

Paper) to identify the boundaries of Urban 

Growth Centres: 

 A contiguous, coherent area able to

accommodate growth and intensification

with potential to form complete

communities.

 An area capable of accommodating a

density threshold consistent with market

projections, and ensuring intensification

in areas of change can occur at a form

and scale complementary to existing

built form that is multi-use in character

 An area that includes at least one higher

order transit hub and have good access

to major transportation routes.

Attachment #2 to LPS89-20

https://www.ontario.ca/document/place-grow-growth-plan-greater-golden-horseshoe
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Directing population and job growth to areas 

around transit stations or corridors ensures the 

efficient use of existing land and municipal 

infrastructure. This form of planning encourages 

development around accessible public transit, 

reduces our reliance on single-occupancy 

vehicles, and helps reduce our production of 

greenhouse gas emissions.  It also protects vital 

agricultural and natural areas from the pressure of 

development.  

How will the Burlington Urban Growth 

Centre and Major Transit Station 

Area be addressed in the Official 

Plan Review?  

Halton Region is working with the 

City of Burlington to examine 

options for the Urban Growth 

Centre boundary and removing the 

Major Transit Station Area 

designation from the John Street 

Bus Terminal in Downtown Burlington. 

As a result of City Council’s 

request for the Region to adjust the 

Urban Growth Centre boundary to 

generally align with lands in 

proximity to the Burlington GO 

Station, the Supplemental 

Discussion Paper explores a 

potential option to adjust the 

Downtown Burlington Urban 

Growth Centre boundary.  

A Major Transit Station Area is the area 

within a 500 to 800-metre radius of a transit 

station, representing a 10-minute walk. They 

are primarily along existing or planned 

transit corridors (for example, Bus Rapid 

Transit, and GO Train). Major Transit 

Station Areas are intended to be developed 

as higher density, mixed-use communities 

that enable people to rely on transit to 

access local amenities, housing, and work. 

Burlington GO Station 

Downtown Burlington Urban Growth Centre 
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The area around the Burlington GO Station is 

well suited to accommodate an adjusted 

Urban Growth Centre boundary that focuses 

on greater density as it is well serviced by 

dedicated rail transit with frequent service on 

the Lakeshore West GO rail line. This GO rail 

line is considered higher order transit based 

on the definition in the Growth Plan (2019).   

In contrast, the John Street Bus Terminal in 

Downtown Burlington has been interpreted as 

a major bus depot in an urban core. It is not 

located on a Priority Transit Corridor, not 

serviced by higher order transit, nor by 

frequent transit within a dedicated right of 

way.  Based on the analysis and 

recommendations of the City of Burlington 

Interim Control By-Law Land Use Study and 

the direction from the Province, the Region is 

exploring the removal of the Major Transit 

Station Area designation in areas not on the 

GO Rail line from the Regional Official Plan in 

Downtown Burlington.   

Get involved and have your say! 
The Regional Official Plan shapes how and 

where Halton grows—and your input is 

valuable as we make these decisions for our community! 

To help you learn more about 

this topic, you can read our 

Burlington Urban Growth 

Centre and Major Transit 

Station Area Supplemental 

Discussion Paper. The paper 

provides more detailed 

information about how the 

Burlington Urban Growth 

Centre and Major Transit 

Station Areas relate to the 

Regional Official Plan. 

The community is invited to share its feedback on the Burlington Urban Growth Centre and 

Major Transit Station Area Supplemental Discussion Paper by December 22, 2020: 

John Street Bus Terminal 

Proposed Adjusted Urban Growth 

Centre Boundary – October 2020 

https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/interim-control-bylaw-icbl.asp
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/interim-control-bylaw-icbl.asp
https://mariannemeedward.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/234-2020-651-Mobility-Hub-Letter-MTO-Joint-Clark-Sig.pdf
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 Respond to our topic-specific questionnaire: Provide your feedback on a proposed

adjusted boundary for the Burlington GO Urban Growth Centre in Burlington

In addition, the community is invited to share its feedback on the previous five theme areas 

relating to the Regional Official Plan by October 30, 2020, in two ways: 

 Take our general questionnaire: Provide high-level feedback on the five other theme

areas relating to the Regional Official Plan.

 Complete our technical questionnaire: Provide detailed feedback on theme areas

relating to the Regional Official Plan. The technical questionnaire contains questions on

the five other discussion papers. It is designed to enable participants to only answer

those questions for which they have interest in.

Additional resources 
 A Place to Grow: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2019

 City of Burlington Interim Control By-law Land Use Study

 City of Burlington Staff Report PL-33-20: Downtown UGC and MTSA Designation

 City of Burlington Adopted Official Plan

 City of Burlington Current Official Plan

If you require an alternative format or need accommodation, please call 311, email 

accesshalton@halton.ca, TTY 905-827-9833 or 1-866-442-5866. We will work with you to meet 

your needs. 

Red font = future hyperlink 

https://webaps2019.halton.ca/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=l8LH3ll0
https://webaps2019.halton.ca/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=82K3nn3K
https://www.ontario.ca/document/place-grow-growth-plan-greater-golden-horseshoe
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/interim-control-bylaw-icbl.asp
https://burlingtonpublishing.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=41946
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/Official-Plan-Review.asp
https://www.burlington.ca/en/services-for-you/Official-Plan.asp
mailto:accesshalton@halton.ca



