
CN’s Proposed Milton Truck-Rail Hub - CEAA Panel 
Finds Significant Adverse Effects on Human Health

On January 27, 2020, the CEAA Review Panel released its report on CN’s proposed truck-rail hub in Milton. The 
proposed project is an outdoor truck-rail transfer facility on 400 acres that will operate 24/7 within one km of 
almost 34,000 residents. The Panel concluded that the proposed project is likely to cause significant adverse 
environmental effects on air quality and on human health as it relates to air quality, as well as significant adverse 
cumulative environmental effects on air quality, human health, wildlife habitat and the availability of agricultural 
land. Federal environmental assessment law mandates that federal decisions protect human health.

Because the Panel concluded that that this project is likely to cause six signficant adverse environmental effects, 
including adverse effects on human health, the Minister of the Environment will refer this matter to the Federal 
Cabinet to decide whether these effects are “justified in the circumstances”.

• The project’s significant adverse effects on human health 
are unprecedented in the history of federal environmental 
assessments. 

• In the more than 100 Panel reviews since 1973, no Panel has 
made a finding of significant adverse effects on human health 
– nor has any federal decision maker ever concluded that 
significant adverse effects on human health are justified.

• The impacts to air quality and human health put Halton 
citizens at serious risk.

• The Panel recommended 200 mitigation measures required to 
avoid significant adverse effects.

• However, the Federal Government lacks the authority to 
enforce the vast majority of the 200 mitigation measures. 
Without enforcement of mitigation, the project will actually 
cause up to 16 additional significant adverse effects. 

• The Panel has also concluded that this Project is likely to cause 
six other significant effects that cannot be mitigated.

1. No project is justified where it will harm the health 
of tens of thousands of residents.

2. CN’s project will cause up to 16 significant effects 
because the mitigation required to avoid those 
effects is not federally regulated or enforceable.

The Federal Panel tasked with 
assessing this CN project has reached 
the unprecedented conclusion that 
the Project before it is likely to cause 
significant effects on human health 
that cannot be mitigated.

The Halton Municipalities are calling on the Federal Government to refuse approval 
of CN’s proposed project because the significant effects are not justified for the 
following reasons:



• The Panel assessed information based on three topics: need, capacity and benefits. Yet the Panel did not 
consider key information presented to them on CN’s existing Brampton intermodal facility.  

• This evidence provides that Brampton could be expanded to cover the entirety of Milton’s projected container 
volumes. 

• The close proximity of the Brampton facility undermines any claim that a Milton facility will save Greenhouse 
Gas emissions.  

• Halton Region is concerned that CN is not being transparent about the real extent of its plans for its 1,200-acre 
site. Expert evidence provided to the Panel concluded that the capacity at the proposed Milton location could 
be doubled and beyond in the future – all without triggering any mandatory federal environmental approvals 
process. 

5. CN’s existing intermodal facility in Brampton undermines claims that the Milton project 
is needed and that any significant adverse effects are justified.

• The Panel excluded impacts on land use 
planning, roads and traffic, and demands 
for community services and infrastructure 
from its assessment, in contravention of 
the Panel’s Terms of Reference and the 
requirements of the Minister who triggered 
the Panel review.

• Because these impacts were excluded 
from assessment, federal decision-makers 
lack a full understanding of all potential 
significant adverse effects required to make 
an informed decision.

3. The Panel ignored a variety of other serious socioeconomic impacts, all of which were 
determined by the Halton Municipalities and its experts to be significant and adverse.

• CN’s position has always been that it is bound only by federal law and not to any provincial or local laws. While 
the Panel claimed that constitutional issues were beyond its mandate, the report makes several conclusions that 
support CN’s position on federalism.

• In particular, the Panel left all questions regarding the application and enforceability of mitigation measures to 
federal decision-makers. 

• The Federal Government now faces a potential regulatory vacuum – if it approves the project, CN will effectively 
be its own regulator.

4. The Panel wrongly endorsed CN’s position that neither the province nor municipality have any 
regulatory role whatsoever, which is contrary to Canada’s model of cooperative federalism.

Within 1 km:
Residential Units: 12,116
Schools: 12
Long-Term Care Homes: 2
Hospital: 1
Estimated Population: 
approximately 34,000 current 
and future residents

IMPACTED COMMUNITY

Halton Requests:
 � The Provincial Government confirm their commitment and join us in our ask of the Federal Government 

to refuse the approval of this proposed Truck-Rail Hub project in Milton. 


