
CN’s Proposed Truck-Rail Hub Project

CN’s Proposed Project and Status Update

CN is proposing to build a new truck-rail hub in the Town 
of Milton that will: 

• Develop 400 acres of a 1200-acre land parcel with 
undisclosed plans for the remaining 800 acres.

• Exist within one km of 34,000 residents, one hospital, 
12 schools, and two long-term care homes.

• Operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week and result in at 
least 1,600 daily trips to and from the facility. 

In January 2020, the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada 
released a report by the Federal Environmental Assessment 
Review Panel regarding the proposed project: 

• The Panel concluded that CN’s proposed project is likely 
to cause significant adverse environmental effects on air 
quality and human health.

• The Minister of the Environment must now refer this 
matter to the Federal Cabinet to decide whether these 
effects are “justified in the circumstances”.  

If Cabinet decides that these significant effects are not 
justified, the project cannot proceed.

Halton Region’s Position

1. Any project that jeopardizes human health is too high a risk. 

• The impacts to air quality and human health as a result of CN’s project put Halton citizens 
at serious risk.

• The Panel’s conclusion of significant adverse effects on human health are unprecedented 
– in nearly 50 years of Panel reviews, never before have adverse impacts on human health 
been found. 

2. The potential adverse impacts are more numerous than the Panel’s findings 
because the mitigation required to avoid those effects is not federally enforceable. 

• The Panel recommended 200 mitigation measures to avoid significant adverse effects, but 
the Federal Government cannot enforce the majority of these. 

• This proposed project will have more adverse effects on the local community and 
environment than predicted by the Panel – CN will be effectively acting as its own 
regulator with little-to-no oversight.

Halton Municipalities 
are calling on the 
Federal Cabinet to do 
the right thing and 
refuse approval of 
CN’s proposed project.

Within 1 km:
Residential Units: 12,116
Schools: 12
Long-Term Care Homes: 2

Hospital: 1
Estimated Population: 
approximately 34,000 current 
and future residents

IMPACTED COMMUNITY

The Halton Municipalities are calling on the Federal Government to refuse approval of CN’s 
proposed project on the following grounds:

The Federal Review Panel 
reached the unprecedented 
conclusion that the project 
is likely to cause significant 
effects on human health that 
cannot be mitigated.



3. There are other negative impacts to the local community and 
economy that have been entirely ignored.  

• To date, the environmental assessment process has not considered the 
following impacts, all of which have been identified by Halton Region and its 
experts as significant and adverse:

• The undermining of 20 years of Municipal and Provincial land use 
planning, resulting in fewer jobs for the Halton community and less 
serviceable employment lands. 

• Effects on regional roads and infrastructure from 1,600 truck trips 24/7, 
365 days a year.

• Local economic impact will be very different from what CN proposed in 
2008.

• The exclusion of these impacts means that federal decision-makers lack a full 
understanding of the adverse impacts that will result from CN’s project.

Halton Region’s Position

In September, the Federal Cabinet must do the right thing and not approve this project. 
It is unfathomable that this project can be justified given the array of significant adverse 
effects on human health and the environment.

4. The nearby CN intermodal facility in Brampton raises major questions about CN’s foreseeable needs and 
ultimate plans for the proposed location in Milton.

• The nearby Brampton facility has the capacity required to meet CN’s future growth projections, meaning that the Milton 
facility is not needed. 

• Halton Region is very concerned that the 400 acres is only part of what is planned, and that a much larger project is not  
off the table.

• In approving the project as proposed, the capacity of the Milton site could easily be doubled or more – all without 
triggering a mandatory federal environmental approvals process.

Halton Requests:

 � The Provincial Government confirm their commitment and join us in our ask of the Federal 
Government to refuse the approval of this proposed Truck-Rail Hub project in Milton. 


