
 

  

 
Dear Minister Phillips: 
 
RE: AMO Delegation with Halton Region 
 
I would like to thank you for meeting with our Halton delegation and I at the recent AMO 
conference. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to bring our issues of importance to the 
attention of you and your staff. 
 
Halton is one of the fastest growing communities in Canada and must grow to a population of 1 
million by 2041 to meet the expectation of the Provincial Growth Plan. By working with the 
Provincial Government we can build strong communities for the people of Halton. 
 
A strong and collaborative partnership with the Provincial Government is critical to a successful 
and responsible economic recovery in response to COVID-19. We share the priority of protecting 
the health and safety of Ontarians while working toward a safe re-opening of the economy, and 
adapting to a new normal.  
 
I would also like to thank you for the leadership role that you and your government have played 
in responding to the call issued by municipalities for emergency funding to continue to support 
Ontarians through the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding provided through the Safe Restart 
Agreement will help municipalities like Halton Region protect the health and well-being of 
residents, while continuing to deliver critical public services to the community and support 
economic recovery. 
 
Halton Region has incurred significant costs due to COVID-19 which are estimated to total over 
$17 million. As a result of efforts and collaboration between the Provincial and the Federal 
governments, Halton has been allocated $12 million in emergency operating funding under the 
Safe Restart Agreement. The Region is grateful for this much needed financial support.  
 
As we move forward, Ontario’s economic recovery will rely on municipalities continuing to deliver 
economic stimulus, infrastructure projects, child care, public health services, and water and 
wastewater treatment while addressing increased costs related to long-term care and public 
health in the post-COVID-19 world. To ensure Halton is able to continue providing these services, 
we are requesting:  
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 the immediate delivery of the recently announced municipal allocations of the Safe Restart 
Agreement funding; and,  

 a commitment that relief funding will continue to be provided to municipalities beyond the 
duration of the Safe Restart Agreement if needed, to support ongoing recovery efforts, 
particularly if a second wave emerges. 

 
I have attached our most recent advocacy document, which highlights the supports needed to 
fulfil our shared goals and priorities for the people of Halton. As discussed at our delegation, 
Halton staff will be in contact to arrange a follow up meeting with your staff and a subsequent 
meeting with you in the fall. 
 
There is an opportunity to work together in the short-term to take action on key priorities. I look 
forward to working with you to ensure that Halton and Ontario remain a great place to live, work, 
raise a family and retire. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gary Carr 
Regional Chair 
 
       
c:  Ted Arnott, MPP Wellington-Halton Hills 
  Stephen Crawford, MPP Oakville 

Parm Gill, MPP Milton  
Jane McKenna, MPP Burlington 
Effie Triantafilopoulos, MPP Oakville North-Burlington 
Jane MacCaskill, CAO, Halton Region 
Rick Bonnette, Mayor, Town of Halton Hills 
Rob Burton, Mayor, Town of Oakville 
Gordon Krantz, Mayor, Town of Milton 
Marianne Meed Ward, Mayor, City of Burlington 
Colin Best, Regional Council, AMO Board of Directors 

 

 


