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June 29, 2020 

Office of the Regional Chair 
Halton Region 
1151 Bronte Rd 
Oakville, ON 
L6M 3L1 
 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier 
premier@ontario.ca  
 
Dear Premier Ford,  
 
The Halton Municipalities, being the Region of Halton, the City or Burlington, the Town of Halton Hills, 
the Town of Milton and the Town of Oakville, thank you and your government for what you have done, 
and continue to do, to keep Ontarians healthy and safe through the COVID-19 global 
pandemic.  Residents across Halton have safely embraced the Stage 2 reopening of business and 
community amenities and are out enjoying what the community has to offer. 
 
As the Provincial Government develops plans for municipalities to move to Stage 3, which will include 
ending the Provincial Emergency Orders, the Halton Municipalities request that key provisions remain 
after the emergency is no longer in effect.  Specifically, we are requesting the government continue to 
allow municipalities to have virtual committee, council and closed session meetings, as well as virtual 
public delegations and virtual Statutory Public Meetings. The Halton municipalities have been holding 
virtual meetings throughout the pandemic with great success to conduct the business of our 
municipalities while continuing to serve our residents and provide opportunities for important public 
input. 
 
Early on in the COVID-19 emergency amendments were made to the Municipal Act, 2001 to permit 
electronic participation by all members of municipal councils, with appropriate provisions to the 
procedural by-law, when an emergency has been declared by the Premier or by the Head of 
Council.  These amendments meant that all members could participate and be counted towards 
quorum, whereas the pre-existing legislation permitted electronic participation by members with 
appropriate procedural by-law provisions but did not include those virtually participating members in 
the meeting’s quorum.   If there is no declared emergency, these former provisions essentially apply. 
 
As noted, during this emergency period each of our municipalities has been holding meetings of council 
with electronic participation by all members of council and most members of staff.  In addition, we have 
provisions for electronic participation by delegates at such meetings as well as at statutory public 
meetings.  Even without declared emergencies, we would like to continue the flexibility to permit such 
participation and are requesting that legislation be updated to allow this to continue.  This is important 
in ensuring the safety of members of Councils, staff and the public. 
 
Recently, the Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing wrote to us indicating 
that the suspension of limitation periods for certain Planning Act matters was being lifted but in that 
same letter he encouraged us to permit electronic participation by members of the public.  It is 
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important that we have this type of flexibility and choice going forward to provide the public increased 
convenience and opportunities to participate. 
 
The Halton Municipalities look forward to your response to this very important request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gary Carr 
Halton Regional Chair 
 
 
 
CC:  The Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

Jane McKenna, MPP, Burlington 
Parm Gill, MPP, Milton 
Stephen Crawford, MPP, Oakville 
Effie Triantafilopoulos, MPP, Oakville-North Burlington 
Ted Arnott, MPP, Wellington-Halton Hills 
 

 
  
 
 


