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July 13, 2020 

 

 

Dear MPs, representing the City of Burlington,  

 
Thank you for meeting with me and senior members of our City staff on Friday, July 10 to discuss the 
financial impacts of COVID-19 to Burlington. 
 
As of the most recent projections provided by our staff, we are facing a hit from revenue loss and 
additional costs due to COVID-19-related costs of approximately $18 million at year-end. This forecast 
assumes resumption of business as usual after Labour Day – as that is unlikely, our financial picture is 
expected to be even worse. We receive monthly updates from our staff and will continue to provide you 
with those updated figures as the year progresses. 
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Through cuts and cost-containment, we have managed to reduce our shortfall by more than $10 million, 
to a net shortfall of $8.19 million. We’ve done our part to cut costs and find savings wherever we can, 
including even before COVID-19 began, by participating in the Provincial Audit & Accountability Fund 
initiative last year that found additional savings. 
 
However, we cannot cut anymore without impacting the frontline and essential services our residents 
depend on, or depleting our reserves – leaving our community vulnerable in responding to any future 
emergencies that may emerge, including any potential resurgences of COVID-19. 
 
We are all working very hard to mitigate the financial impact to Burlington and responding to the 
COVID-19 regulations from our federal and provincial partners has downloaded additional costs to 
municipalities – ours included. 
 
Municipalities deliver frontline, essential services and are key to our economic recovery and that 
requires the urgent support from our upper-level partner governments all working together towards this 
goal. We are grateful for the support that has already been provided by both levels of government 
throughout this pandemic. 
 
Our projected shortfall could translate into a potential tax increase of 3 to 4 per cent. This level of tax 
increase is unacceptable given how many of our residents have lost their jobs, and how many businesses 
are struggling to stay afloat. The alternatives are equally unacceptable: cutting frontline services, or 
depleting reserves that would leave our community unprotected for the next emergency we may face. 
That is why we urgently need the federal and provincial governments to step in with financial assistance. 
 
Investing in municipalities will help ensure we continue providing the services needed to restart local 
economies and those our residents depend on, particularly at a time when they need them the most. 
 
There needs to be a fair and equitable deal for Ontario and for all its municipalities – small, rural, mid-
sized and large. That deal also needs to ensure the federal gas tax stays at the current pre-COVID level 
moving forward. 
 
Municipalities that have managed their finances well – the Region of Halton is AAA-rated, and the City of 
Burlington has been very lean and responsible with its finances – should not be penalized, but rather get 
our fair share. 
 
The City of Burlington and Council want to work together with all our government partners to ensure a 
healthy and safe restart of the economy.  
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mayor Marianne Meed Ward 

City of Burlington 

 

 
 


