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Itabashi Garden Opening, July 1, 2019 
 
Good morning to all honoured guests, Ohayogozaimasu (“ohio goes I am us”) 
 
 
I stand before you both humbled and grateful for being selected to design this 
beautiful project celebrating the 30th anniversary of the twinning of the city of 
Burlington and Itabashi Japan.  
/  / 
The garden reflects an intertwining of our two cultures. It is a synthesis of peace 
and serenity of a Japanese strolling garden in the context of our local Canadian 
landscape.  
/  / 
 
Having studied Japanese gardens for many years, and visited Japan recently, this 
project is a dream come true.  During our trip, we meditated in 25 plus gardens, 
and in my case, sketching whenever possible.  
/  / 
 
The garden here was designed to incorporate various Japanese garden principles, 
“shakkei” or borrowed landscape - The existing backdrop of the wooded 
Shoreacres creek provides a sense of maturity and lifts our eyes and hearts 
upwards. 
/  / 
 “Miegakare’, or hide and reveal, governs the paths that lead one around the 
corner and reveal yet another vignette. 
/  / 
  
There are four typical Japanese garden elements: rocks, water, plants and 
ornament. /  / 
 
Rocks: We reused the armourstone that had existed on site - they had a lovely 
patina – and quarried not far from here - these were placed to reflect the cliffs of 
our local treasure and World Biosphere Reserve, the Niagara Escarpment. /  / 
 
 



2 
 

Water: you may have noticed the poem from A Hundred Verses from Old Japan 
upon your arrival:  
“Though the sound  
of the cascade  
long since has seized,  
we still hear the murmur  
of its name” 
/  / 
 
Softer and more weathered rocks integrated with other mossy rocks were placed 
in lower areas demonstrating the erosion of water and time. A dry stream, 
waterfall and lake, are symbolized by the pebbles cascading down the incline. /  / 
 
Plants: 23 species of Japanese maples and various specimen evergreens, paired 
with Canadian natives redbuds, ironwood, dogwood and white pine.  
/  / 
 
And finally Ornament:  
the azumaya with wabi sabi roof of reclaimed tin from a Canadian barn  
and the hand carved granite pagoda with 5 levels.  Each element is placed with a 
goal to create asymmetrical vignettes at every turn.   
/  / 
 
It takes a village to create these gardens, and, requires three aspects:  

• willingness, inspiration; and, implementation.  
/  / 
 
A willing client: the committed citizens and volunteers of the Mundialization 
committee who initiated the idea; and, The staff of the city of Burlington who put 
the idea in motion guided by our excellent project manager, Kim Napier.  
/  / 
 
To my inspired design team at Virginia Burt designs: Paul, Josh and Emily -  from 
grading plans to counting rocks to full-scale mock ups, we got cold and muddy 
and we loved it. /  / 
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And for implementation, contractor Environmental Design Group: Mark, Nate, 
Nick, Justus and so many more hands have implemented this fine garden and 
listened to my, at times, demanding requests. And irrigation, our thanks to Russ 
Rain Centre. /  / 
 
And finally, the local nurseries NVK Nursery and Connon Nurseries -  thank you 
especially to Brent and Manny for their truck rides deep into the “back 40” as I 
searched for just the right specimen for a certain place in the garden. /  / 
 
This garden now needs a shepherd – maintenance is the next challenge – our City 
cannot do it alone and so I am beginning a campaign to raise funds for an 
endowment to help do the extra things that are needed to keep this garden 
looking beautiful for years to come. I ask for your support when I come to call. /  / 
 
In conclusion, a thank you to my family who have journeyed here today: Davee, 
my mother Diane Burt, and my in-laws, Mel and Jan Gunn and extended family 
and friends, clients, and supporters are all here to celebrate today. 
/  / 
  
It has been my sincere honour to be involved in creating this peace filled garden 
for people to enjoy and be a symbol of our relations between Canada and Japan -  
in so doing we become citizens of the world.  
/  / 
 
 
Thank you. Ariagato goeziamasu (“aree-ah-got-oe  goes-I-am-us”) 
 

Virginia Burt, FCSLA, FASLA 

www.vburtdesigns.com 

virginia@vburtdesigns.com 
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